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Chairman's notes
Shortly prior to the new Chair of Council, Linda
Rosborough, taking office at the AGM I was very
pleased to meet her, along with other Group Chairs
and staff from HQ, at an informal lunch hosted by
the outgoing Chair, Robin Harper. It was a very
useful opportunity to discuss the role of the local
groups and share thoughts on future
developments for SWT. One project, which is at an
early stage, is a joint initiative between SWT and
the Golf Environment Organization (GEO) to
understand and survey the wildlife that inhabits
Scottish golf courses and potentially assist golf
course managers in onsite conservation projects.
This initiative has, I believe, the potential to mesh
well with the current Edinburgh Living Landscape
project and is something to which, I hope, the
Lothian Group will be able to make a useful
contribution.

Our fundraising efforts will continue shortly with
a series of can collections at supermarkets and as
ever we would be very pleased to hear from
anyone willing to help occasionally for two hours
at a supermarket near you. If you think you could
help please get in touch with either Barbara or Ken
Knowles – phone 0131 539 6643.
The use of Bawsinch Nature reserve for outdoor
learning, primarily for children, has continued to
flourish and we now have two regular forest
schools as well as St Crispin’s School visiting
frequently along with regular groups organised by
the Green Team in Edinburgh. This very much fits
with one of the original aims for Bawsinch when it
was purchased way back in 1970 which was to
provide opportunities for environmental
education.
Ken Knowles

Your committe needs YOU!
We urgently need two or three new committee
members to help organise walks, talks etc. This is
not an onerous task and involves only five
meetings a year (attendance at all of which is not
obligatory) and a few hours organising one or two
events.
Meetings are usually held in The Filmhouse,
Lothian Road, which is very central and easy to get
to. The meetings start at 7.30pm, last for no more
than an hour to an hour and a half and provide you
with an opportunity to get to know some very nice
people - especially Peter, although Colin, Ken,
Chris and Declan are also really good guys!
It would be particularly helpful if someone with IT
skills who would be able to assist our web master,
were to volunteer, but don't be put off if you don't
have such skills - we welcome all comers here!

As we have approximately 6,000 members in the
Lothians area I'm hoping this won't be too big an
ask and I look forward to being inundated with
volunteers in the near future!
If you're interested please contact Peter Bain on
0131 447 8937.

Planning matters
Midlothian

West Lothian

Midlothian Council has recently received a detailed
‘Report of Examination into the Midlothian Local
Development Plan’. This is the comments from the
reporters appointed by the Scottish Government
to examine the proposed plan and the comments
submitted by groups and individuals including
SWT. It is an extremely detailed report (and on the
Council website for those who wish to read it!). The
comments we provided in relation to a proposal to
create a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) based on
Mavisbank were noted. The reporter commented
that a LNR could not be created through the
development plan process. Rather a Local Nature
Reserve could only be created through a formal
process as outlined in the SNH guidance on the
LNR’s. This is disappointing because the Trust was
only looking for a policy commitment to a LNR not
a designation.

We are looking at proposals for a wind farm at Fauch
Hill (edge of the Pentlands).

We are beginning to engage with the community
planning process within Midlothian – in particular
helping to identify environmental priorities in the
next ‘Single Midlothian Plan’ 2018-2019. This has
led to the prospect of the Midlothian Biodiversity
Action Plan and active partnership process being
renewed (it is very out of date at the moment).
East Lothian
East Lothian Council is also involved in a Report of
Examination of its proposed Local Plan. It will be
early next year that is available but presumably our
suggestion for a Local Nature Reserve at Levenhall
Links will received the same response i.e. it is not a
development plan matter.

We have commented on West Lothian Council
proposed new Supplementary Guidance: Flooding
proposals and the Water Environment. In general
the Trust strongly supports the proposals in the
Guidance.
However, Section 13.3 needs to be updated to
include the results of the 2016 Linlithgow
Integrated Catchment study. Sections 13.4 to 13.12
need to be strengthened to ensure that all possible
measures are taken to stop and then reverse the
ongoing decline in water quality of Linlithgow
Loch.
City of Edinburgh
A member has alerted us to the fact that the old
Astley Ainslie Hospital grounds (very good for
urban greenspace) will soon be up for sale for
housing.
We have commented in detail on new (updated)
CEC Design Guidance (which is guidance for
developers that includes advice on Biodiversity)
and some of our combined comments were:
The Scottish Wildlife Trust is one of the partners of
the Edinburgh Living Landscape (ELL) (together
with City of Edinburgh Council, Royal Botanic
Garden Edinburgh, GreenSurge, University of
Edinburgh and Edinburgh and Lothian Greenspace
Trust) that aims to create, restore and connect
green areas of the city to make attractive and
biodiverse landscapes, enjoyed by residents and
visitors. Landscapes will be healthy, nature rich and
resilient to climate change.
To read our comments on these matters in full
please visit www.swtlothians.org.uk
Tim Duffy

Planning Contacts
Midlothian and East Lothian: Susan Manson - mansons@castlesteads.net, or at Castlesteads, Dalkeith, EH22 2NJ.
West Lothian: Dr Cameron Easton - dr.c.easton@gmail.com or at 1 Bellsburn Avenue, Linlithgow, West Lothian,
EH49 7LD.
Edinburgh: Alan Templeton - alan.templeton@hotmail.co.uk
Lothians Group Planning Secretary: Tim Duffy - Flat 4F2, 34 Warrender Park Terrace, Edinburgh, EH9 1ED,
Tel/Ans 0131 2288785.

Wildlife Watch round up!
The Edinburgh Wildlife Watch group arranges a variety of fun activities and events for
children aged 5 to 10. From nature trails to scavenger hunts, arts and crafts to fungal
forays, there are loads of cool ways to get closer to wildlife in your area.
Find out more at: https://scottishwildlifetrust.org.uk/watch-group/edinburgh/
In May we became nature detectives down at
Bawsinch Nature Reserve at our session ‘Sherlock
Voles and Dr What's-in the Pond?’ We looked for
clues to lead us to wildlife and had fun pond
dipping where we caught lots of creatures
including a water scorpion, two kinds of water snail
and a little minnow! We went tracking and found
deer prints and saw the amazing footage which we
recorded the night before on our motion sensor
camera of a roe deer and her cute fawn! After that
we went to the hide to spot some birds with our
binoculars. We saw some mute swans, tufted ducks
and the grey herons in their heronry in willow trees
at the end of the loch. Then we collected some
wood and made a fire in the woods to toast our
marshmallows on - yum!
In June we had a 'Party in the Park’ with another
Wildlife Watch group from Newhailes House. We
played games including an obstacle course to help
us learn about salmon migration on the grass next
to the Holyrood Ranger Centre and had a tasty
picnic including some lovely juicy strawberries. We
enjoyed making new friends and were really lucky
with the sunny weather!

After a summer break we had a ‘Bats in the City’
evening session in Holyrood Park in August. We
learned lots of bat facts, listened to some bat
recordings and played the bat and moth game,
which we love. After that we walked over to St
Margaret’s loch to look for Daubenton's bats
feeding over the water. We were a little bit early this
time and it wasn’t quite dark enough so we didn’t
see any but we did find one of the bat boxes in the
trees near the loch where the bats live.

In September we were back at Bawsinch for our
‘Fun with Foraging’ session. We thought about
what we would need forage for if we were going to
survive in the wild! We learned all about the edible
and medicinal plants on the reserve such as
meadowsweet and rosebay willow herb and even
ate some nettles! We also found silver birch trees
which have bark which is really good for starting
fires to keep warm and cook things! We picked
blackberries (brambles) and made our very own
bramble smoothies which everyone loved making
and drinking! After visiting the hide, where we saw
a mute swan with four cygnets, we played a
foraging foxes game and found a little frog
amongst the hay bales in the meadow.
Katherine Travers
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Talks for your diary
These talks will take place at Guide HQ, 33 Melville Street, EH3 7JF.
All talks are free but donations are greatly appreciated. There is no need to pre-book
Disabled access is available by prior arrangement, please contact Peter Bain - 0131 447 8937

Bird ringing - from Scotland to Cyprus
Thursday 9th November 2017
Former RSPB Scotland ecologist, Clive Walton, has been a member of the Lothian and Tay Ringing Groups
for over 25 years and is licenced by the BTO to train and assess other ringers. He has held Schedule 1 licences
for rare and endangered raptors, but his passion is for small brown birds that migrate!
His talk will look into how ringing is undertaken and will exemplify some of the uses of data collected. He
will also describe what kind of ringing activities take place locally in Lothian, and describe his on-going
project in Cyprus.
Contact Colin Shepherd - 0131 229 5427

Bryophytes from the Borders and beyond
Thursday 14th December 2017
Dr David Long, of RBGE will talk about the natural history of mosses and liverworts in Scotland, looking
firstly at the Borders and South East, then some areas of the Highlands and Islands including the arctic
tundra species in the Cairngorms, oceanic species in the western Highlands and finishing with the unique
species on St Kilda. He will examine their ecological importance and how Scotland has habitats and species
of global importance.
Contact: Colin Shepherd - 0131 229 5427

Ecology and evolution of Soay sheep on St Kilda
Thursday 8th February 2018
As the most remote place in the British Isles, and the UK's only double UNESCO World Heritage Site, the
archipelago of St Kilda is a truly remarkable place.
The unique soay sheep that inhabit the island are said to be the most primitive of Britain's sheep breeds.
Scientists have been closely studying the sheep for almost 60 years, in one of the longest running large
mammal studies in the world.
Professor Josephine Pemberton will be speaking about this unique project and giving an insight into the
fascinating work being carried out on the islands.
Contact: Peter Bain 0131 447 8937

Urban pollinators (more details TBC)
Thursday 8th March 2018
Professor Graham Stone will be speaking about urban pollinators, one of the most pressing subjects in
modern conservation.
This talk is awaiting further details, and the topic may be subject to change.
Once more info comes available we will post it on our website: www.swtlothians.org.uk.
Contact Peter Bain: 0131 447 8937

