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In a summer best characterised as ‘variable’ we 
were fortunate that our visit to the John Muir 
Country Park just outside Dunbar took place on 
a Saturday which was bright, dry and pleasantly 
warm! Thirteen SWT members met up with 
wildlife ranger, Tara Sykes at the Linksfield car 
park for a walk which took us out over an area of 
salt-marsh, across the accumulating dune 
system forming Spike Island, along the beach of 
Belhaven Bay and then skirted back beside an 
area of scots pine plantation to return us to the 
starting point.

Tara outlined some of the difficulties in 
managing a site which now receives around 
500,000 visitors a year, having first been 
designated as a country park primarily for 
recreational purposes in 1976, with the aim of 
alleviating the pressure on other popular areas 
such as Gullane and North Berwick. In addition 
to the usual dog walkers and general 
recreational users, the area also attracts surfers, 
mountain bikers and horse riders. The latter can 
create particular problems as the horses’ hooves 
cut into the fragile salt-marsh, breaking up the 
surface and leading to damage which can take 
many years to repair naturally. Part of the park is 
now designated as an SSSI and it also forms part 
of a Ramsar site.

Tara explained that the site is one of the few areas 
in the country where the dune system is 
expanding, in time this will lead to the loss of the 

salt-marsh as it is cut off from periodic tidal 
inundation. As this is a natural process, there is 
little which can be done to prevent this eventual 
succession but areas of scrub comprising rosa 
rugosa and sea buckthorn are removed to 
maintain the site’s open profile.

The main focus of our visit was botanical, and 
amongst the plants seen were burdock, 
knapweed, sea wormwood, marram grass, sea 
lyme grass, sandwort, common centaury, sea 
spurrey,  glasswort or marsh samphire, scarlet 
pimpernel, vipers bugloss, water mint and grass 
of parnassus.  Particularly inconspicuous was sea 
hard grass, which is one of the rarities of the site 
and is the subject of five yearly surveys.

This was a very rewarding visit to a new site for 
us and our thanks go to Tara for sharing her 
enthusiasm and expertise on the day.

John Muir country park, 8th August 2015
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East Lothian 
 In East Lothian, the Council has 
collated all the responses to its 
Main Issues report (available 
online if anyone is interested).  
These responses will inform 
the draft Local Development 
Plan which will be available in 
autumn 2015.  This will make 
interesting reading and we will 
be commenting on it when it 
appears.  Also in East Lothian 
there are major discussions of 
the future of the Cockenzie 
power station site.  Although 
there are no wildlife issues for 
the moment, some of the 
proposed uses may have 
implications for the Forth 
Special Protection Area and 
SSSI which borders the site of 
the power station. 

Amongst other comments, the 
SWT suggested that the Local 
Biodiversity Action Plan be 
revised and updated in line 
with the new Local 
Development Plan.  We made 

the same comment to 
Midlothian Council as its 
Biodiversity Plan is also some 
years out of date.

Midlothian 
In Midlothian the Local Plan is 
also under review with a final 
version due to be adopted by 
the Council in later this year.  
The SWT made some 
comments to the ‘final draft’ 
version earlier this year and by 
and large we are happy with 
the comments and 
commitments in relation to 
biodiversity.

The South East Scotland 
Strategic Development 
Planning Authority, SESplan, is 
a partnership of the six 
member authorities including 
Edinburgh, East Lothian, 
Midlothian, Fife, Scottish 
Borders and West Lothian, 
working together on strategic 
development planning 
matters.  This partnership has 
just produced its main issues 

report and guide to its 
Strategic Development Plan 
for the next 20 years.  

We will be looking at a new 
Environmental Statement for 
the planning proposal at 
Middleton Lime Quarry which 
may have local bat issues.

There has been a Scoping 
Request submitted for further 
peat extraction (surface 
milling) at Auchencorth Moss 
in Midlothian.

West Lothian
A large 1000 house application 
has been made on farmland at 
Dandies Farm Pumpherston. 
This should not affect any 
nearby Local Biodiversity Sites 
but the council will have to 
ensure the usual checks are 
made for possible effects on 
resident protected species in 
the farmland.

Planning Contacts
Midlothian and East Lothian:  Susan Manson -mansons@castlesteads.net, or at                                                             
Castlesteads, Dalkeith, EH22 2NJ.

West Lothian:  Dr Cameron Easton - dr.c.easton@gmail.com or at 
1 Bellsburn Avenue, Linlithgow, West Lothian, EH49 7LD. 

Lothians Group Planning Secretary:  Tim Duffy -  Flat 4F2, 34 Warrender Park Terrace, Edinburgh, EH9 1ED

Planning Matters. Autumn 2015

Tim Duffy



Ancient woodlands talk - 
Thursday 10th December. 7:30pm
Dr John Tullis of Forestry Commission Scotland 
presents an illustrated talk on Scotland’s iconic 
native woodlands. His talk will appeal to all who 
want to learn more about our trees, woods and 
forests and will cover:

- Key native species and the wildlife they support.

- The 2014 Native Woodland Survey of Scotland.

- Native woodland planting and restoration.

- Resilience to pests, diseases, invasive species and      
climate change.

- The current debate about wild land management.

Contact Colin Shepherd 
(colin.shepherd@swtlothians.org.uk)

Natural flood management on the 
Eddleston Water  talk- 
Thursday 12th November. 7:30pm
Tweed Forum is the catchment management 
organisation for the River Tweed, and leads 
integrated land and water management of the 
5000km2 catchment which has over 12,500km 
of watercourses.  We bring together bodies from 
both sides of the border with an interest in the 
management and welfare of the river and its 
environs. On the Eddleston Water, a 20km long 
tributary of the Tweed near Peebles, an 
intensively monitored trial funded by the 

Scottish Government is underway to measure 
the effects of land use change on flooding. 
Tweed Forum is coordinating measures which 
will ‘slow the flow’ of rainfall run-off, and these 
include riparian tree planting, reconnecting the 
river with its floodplain, re-meandering 
straightened rivers and constructing log jams.  
This land use change on an upland 
subcatchment has many other benefits 
including biodiversity, landscape and carbon 
sequestration, all within the context of profitable 
agriculture and forestry.

Contact Colin Shepherd 
(colin.shepherd@swtlothians.org.uk)

Outing to Aberlady - 
Saturday 28th November. 10.30am
Outing to Aberlady reserve led by reserve 
warden John Harrison. The main focus is likely to 
be on winter waders and ducks, though there 
may still be some geese around.

 We will be meeting up in the reserve car park at 
10.30am and the event will last approximately 3 
hours. Bring suitable footwear, clothing and 
binoculars. Accessible by public transport.  No 
need to pre-book.

Contact Colin Shepherd 
(colin.shepherd@swtlothians.org.uk)

Science at the botanics talk- Thursday 
11th February. 7:30pm
Professor Pete Hollingsworth, Director of Science 
at the Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh, will give 
us an overview of science at the Botanics and an 
introduction to some of his own work on the use 
of genetics in plant conservation ,including work 
on rare Scottish species.

Contact Karen Pearson  (0131 667 3855)

For more info about upcoming 
events go to 

www.swtlothians.org.uk

All listed events are free but 
donations are greatly 

appreciated.

Non members welcome

 Talks are held at 33 Melville Street, 
Edinburgh and start at 7.30pm..

Disabled access available by prior 
arrangement, please contact Karen 

Pearson 0131 667 3855. 

Events for your diary
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Bat walk at Blackford pond, 13th August 2015

Over two days (26/27 June ) we raised the goodly 
sum of £909.64 at Sainsbury’s Cameron Toll.  This 
will help buy brush-cutting equipment for the 
management of reserves.

Funds will be needed to support the lecture 
programme and other activities in 2016 so more 
volunteers are sought.  A 2-hour stint in a 
superstore near you need not be too daunting 

so please let Averil know if you would like to join 
the willing band of SWT enthusiasts.

Perhaps more important is the search for 
someone to work alongside Averil over the 
next year, prior to her retiring in her mid-
seventies!  This too need not be too onerous.  If 
interested in knowing more, please give her a 
ring: 01506 842676.

Latest on can collections

On a pleasantly warm summer evening a small 
group of us assembled at Blackford pond for what 
would be a truly unique experience in the heart of 
the city. We were met at the pond entrance by 
Carol and Nigel Terry from Lothian bat group, our 
wonderful voluntary guides for the evening. As the 
sun went down they introduced us to some 
adorable young pipistrelles they were currently 
caring for at Lothian bat hospital. Seeing these 
little bats up close while Carol gave us a crash 
course in bat physiology was a fantastic way to 
begin the evening. 

In the gathering twilight we were kitted out with 
torches and bat-call detectors and began our walk. 
Almost immediately we began to hear the sounds 
of pipistrelles on our detectors and a glance 
upwards revealed many of them darting through 
the trees. Carol was a fountain of knowledge about 
all things bat related and provided an in depth 
commentary on everything we were seeing and 
hearing as we traversed the pond in the growing 
darkness.

The sun was almost completely set when we 
reached the far side of the pond and were able to 
clearly see across the still black expanse of water. 
We were instructed to change the frequency on 
our detectors and were rewarded instantly with 
the sounds of Daubentons bats on the hunt. As our 
torchlight illuminated the blackness many of them 
could be seem flitting across the  glassy surface  in 
search of prey. 

This was a truly unforgettable experience and 
something I could not recommend enough to 
anyone considering coming along thev next time 
one takes place. Many thanks again to Carol and 
Nigel for giving up their time and making this a 
night to remember!

Declan Duffy


